
The economic aftershocks of the Great 

Recession continue to be felt throughout 

St. Joseph County. Recovery has been slow. 

Unemployment is still painfully high. And 

through it all, the face of poverty has been 

changing. More people than ever need the 

services of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

and there are less people with the resources 

to help fund the need.

Yet, through the 

passion and persistence of 

our Vincentians and other 

volunteers, the Society has 

managed to sustain our service to the poor of our 

community. This past year, we served more people 

and made more home visits than ever before. 

The pages of this annual report provide us 

with the opportunity to tell you what has been 

accomplished through the efforts of our dedicated 

Vincentians. They also speak to 

the signi�cant challenges that 

lay ahead as we seek to hear 

the cry of the poor.

Visitations   
17,721: Visits to those in need

Home visits to poor

Visits to those in hospitals

Visits to those in prison

The Need
An estimated 40,000 people live below the 

poverty level in St. Joseph County. Countless more are 
unemployed, underemployed, homeless, uninsured, 
mentally ill or formerly incarcerated. As members of 
society, these souls are seen as outcasts. As members 
of our society, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, they are 
heralded as saints and we have been serving them for 
over 100 years. St. Vincent once said, “The poor have 
the image of God imprinted on them.” As followers 
of his message, we believe that living the Christian 
doctrine of love and compassion is only possible 
through a powerful commitment to serve the poor. 
Indeed, our own spiritual growth depends on it.

The Urgency
The deteriorating condition of our current facility at 

LaSalle Square, the increasing demand for our services 
and the ever-present responsibility to serve our clients 
in an environment that preserves their dignity has led 
us to this exact moment. We have a wonderful and 
immediate opportunity to provide space that promotes 
the well being of our clients.

After three years of searching and strategizing, 
providence has presented us with the opportunity 
to purchase an ideal new facility at a very affordable 
price. Shortly after we heard of this opportunity, an 
anonymous donation led to leveraging more than 
$300,000 in end-of-year fundraising. This has enabled 
us to move forward with the acquisition of a building 
that will not only allow us to serve our clients with 
dignity, but will also enable the pursuit of important 
new partnerships with other organizations that would 
not have been possible in our old location. These 
partnerships will help minimize duplication of services 
and decrease the number of stops our clients have to 
make to receive much needed assistance. The new 
facility will also provide invaluable space for meetings, 
volunteer training and other important activities.

Our Unique Position
The St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Joseph 

County is uniquely positioned to meet the needs 
for food, �nancial assistance and clothing for the 
disadvantaged of our community. Our volunteers  
are 450 strong and include 18 “conferences” housed 
and supported by 18 Catholic parishes in the 
county. This network of devoted individuals serves 
the poor with sel�essness and humility. Delivery 
food, providing vouchers for clothing, furniture and 
household items with a passion for nurturing the 
physical and spiritual needs of every individual is  
our responsibility. The new facility we are acquiring 
will allow us to substantially improve our ability to 
render these services.

Our Mission. Our Opportunity.
Spiritual growth through service to those in 

need is also an important component of our mission. 
We take this mission directly from the Gospel. Our 
mission is supported through our thrift stores and 
the amazing generosity of thousands of benefactors. 
“In giving, we receive” speaks as much to our own 
mission as the support we seek from those who share 
our commitment of service to the poor.

Our good and gracious God has presented us 
with this opportunity. We must act upon it. More than 
ever, our community desperately needs the services 
provided by the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the 
Society needs your help to ful�ll our mission for the 
next 100 years. The acquisition and expansion of our 
programs will help us help others. 

We thank you with all of our heart for your 
continuing support of our mission and ask you to 
consider a pledge today. It truly is In giving, we 
receive. Your gift will be the cornerstone for helping 
us give to others in ways never before possible.

People
52,791: Total number of people served by St. Vincent de Paul

37,762: Number of people requesting food assistance plus those…

Served at St. Augustine Soup Kitchen

Served at bread basket

Served from 18 Parish Conferences

Served through Christmas Program

9,325: Number receiving financial assistance

8,683: Number receiving material goods

4,509: Number receiving food and gifts through Christmas Program

Services
$1,606,331: Total value of services provided

$497,995: Food assistance

$186,517: Financial assistance

$80,772: Material goods

$154,697: Food, toys and goods through Christmas Program

$670,348: Total value of volunteer services
Volunteers
38,153: Total number of hours contributed by volunteers

$16,024: Estimate value of mileage donated by volunteers
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